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Annex: 1

Subject: Eighteenth World Meteorological Congress
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Dear Sir/Madam,

On behalf of the President of the World Meteorological Organization, I have the
honour to inform you that the Eighteenth World Meteorological Congress (Cg-18) will be held
from 3 to 14 June 2019 at the International Conference Centre of Geneva (CICG). The opening
ceremony will take place on 3 June at 10 a.m. The Congress will be preceded by the session of

the Financial Advisory Committee (FINAC, 1 and 2 June 2019), open to all WMO Members,
which will be held at the WMO headquarters.

Article 7(a) of the Convention of the Organization states that the Congress is the
general assembly of delegates representing Members and as such is the supreme body of the
Organization. The ordinary sessions of Congress are convened once every four years, when
decisions of the highest importance to the Organization are taken. The provisional agenda for
the Eighteenth Congress developed by the Executive Council is provided in the annex. Parallel
events will be organized and contribute to Congress deliberations, such as a hydrological
assembly and public-private dialogue (in conjunction with the World Meteo Expo organized at
Palexpo). The widest possible representation of Members of the Organization is therefore

highly desirable and it is sincerely hoped that your Government will find it possible to send a
delegation to the forthcoming Congress.

Article 7(b) of the Convention states that each Member shall designate one of its
delegates, who should be the Director of its Meteorological or Hydrometeorological Service, as
its principal delegate. Furthermore, the Executive Council urged Members to include
directors/heads of the national Hydrological Services in national delegations to Congress. I
should be grateful if in compliance with Regulation 21 of the General Regulations, you would
inform me of the names of the persons composing the delegation which will represent your
country, and the capacity in which each person will attend.

In due course, all documentation related to Congress will be accessible on the
session website: http://meetings.wmo.int/Cg-18. Other documents and information on the
material arrangements will be accessible as they become available. In this connection, I
would like to draw your attention to Regulation 135 of the General Requlations of the
Organization, which states that any Member may propose the addition of items to the
provisional agenda before the opening of the session, provided that such proposals are
accompanied by an explanatory memorandum.

To: Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Member States of the World Meteorological Organization
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In view of their official status with WMO, Permanent Representatives are kindly
invited to act as focal points for the online registration of their delegation to Cg-18. The link
to the online Event Registration System (ERS), the username and password that were sent to
Permanent Representatives by e-mail remain valid for all upcoming WMO meetings:
(https://eventregistration.wmo.int/register/).

Please note that the online registration will close on 17 May 2019. For further

information concerning online pre-registration, please do not hesitate to contact the WMO
Secretariat by e-mail at: registration@wmo.int.

Please also note that the submission of information through the online event

registration system does not exempt Members from the need to provide valid credentials for
the participating delegation.

A copy of this letter is being sent to the Permanent Representative and Hydrological
Adviser of your country with WMO, as well as to Permanent Missions of Member States with
WMO to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva; presidents
of technical commissions and regional associations.

Accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.
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(P. Taalas)
k‘d‘— Secretary-General
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